William and Mary Summer School 2011

National University of Ireland, Galway

Themes in IRISH CiNEMA

Course Outline 

(subject to modification)

Open Screenings
(time and venue TBC)
27th June
Into the West 

4th July
Bloody Sunday 

11th July
The Quiet Man (+ The Lad From Old Ireland) 

18th July
Adam and Paul
(+ Six Shooter)


Week 1 
27 June 2.00-3.20 (Fiona Bateman)
Imagining Ireland – Landscape and identity: Man of Aran/Into the West
Reading: 

Ruth Barton (2004). Irish National Cinema, chapter 1, ‘Irish Cinema – National Cinema?’: 3-12.


28 June 2.00-3.20 (Fiona)

Real Ireland – the films of the mid 1970s and 1980s: Poitin/ Budawanny/ Reefer and the Model/ Pigs
Reading:

Jerry White (1995). ‘The Films of Bob Quinn: Towards an Irish Third Cinema’, Cine Action, no.37, June.
Martin McLoone (2000). Irish Film: The Emergence of a Contemporary Cinema, chapter 6 ‘The First Wave: Indigenous Film in the 1970s and 1980s’, pp 131-150.


29 June 2.00-3.20 (Fiona)

Alternative landscapes – urban and ‘other’ spaces:
The Commitments/Eat the Peach/The Butcher Boy
Reading:


Rockett, Kevin (2001). ‘(Mis-) Representing the Irish Urban Landscape’ in Mark Shiel and Tony Fitzmaurice (eds), Cinema and the City: Film and Urban Societies in a Global Context, Oxford: Blackwell: 217-28.

Fintan O’Toole (1999). ‘Working Class Dublin on Screen: The Roddy Doyle Films’ Cineaste, XXIV (2-3). 

Ruth Barton, ‘Kitsch as Authenticity: Irish Cinema and the Challenge to Romanticism’, Irish Studies Review, vol. 9, no.2, 2001.


Week 2
4 July 2.00-3.20 (Fiona)

Telling untold stories: Magdalene Sisters/Anne Devlin/Hush-a-Bye Baby
Reading:

Fidelma Farley (1999). ‘Interrogating Myths of Maternity in Irish Cinema: Margo Harkin’s Hush-a-Bye-Baby’, Irish University Review, Vol.29 (2), Autumn/Winter.
Patsy McGarry (2002). ‘Revisiting the Nightmare’, Irish Times, 5 October.

5 July 2.00-3.20 (Fiona)

The foundation of the State and the Civil War: Mise Eire/Michael Collins/Korea/The Wind that Shakes the Barley
Reading:

Luke Gibbons (1997). ‘Framing History: Neil Jordan’s Michael Collins’, History Ireland 5.1: 47-51.
Stephen Regan (1996/7). ‘Michael Collins’, Irish Studies Review, no. 17, Winter.
Keith Hopper (1997). ‘“Cat-Calls from the Cheap Seats”: The Third Meaning of Neil Jordan’s Michael Collins’, Irish Review.
Luke Gibbons (2006). ‘Families divided by ideals’, Irish Times, 17 June. Emilie Pine (2005). ‘Cathal Black’s Korea’, in Film History and National Cinema, Hill and Rockett (eds), Dublin: Four Courts Press. 97-105.


6 July 2.00-3.20 (Fiona)

Conflict in Northern Ireland: Titanic Town/Bloody Sunday
Reading:
Gary Mitchell (1998). ‘Red, white and very blue’, Irish Times, 27 March.
Ronan Bennett (1997). ‘Why the IRA gets all the good lines’, Observer (Review section), 12 January.
Richard English (2001). ‘The IRA and the Cinema’, Dublin Review, Winter.
Harry Browne (2002). ‘“Sunday”, “Bloody Sunday”’, Dublin Review, Spring.
Tony Keily (2002).  ‘30.1.72’, Film Ireland, 85, Feb/March.
Joseph Moser (2007). ‘Genre Politics: Bloody Sunday as documentary and discourse’, in Genre and Cinema: Ireland and Transnationalism, Brian McIlroy (ed), NY and London: Routledge. 245-259.

7 July 9.00-10.20 (Fiona)

Hunger Strikes: Some Mother’s Son, 81, Hunger
Reading:

Jennie Carlsten (2007). ‘Mourning and Solidarity: The commemorative models of Some Mother’s Son and H3’ in Genre and Cinema: Ireland and Transnationalism, Brian McIlroy (ed): 233-244.
Gary Crowdus (2009). ‘The Human Body as a Political Weapon: An Interview with Steve McQueen, Cineaste, XXXIV (2): 22-25.

*Essay 1 Due Monday 11th June

8 July 2.00-3.20 (Tony) 

‘Coming Into Clover’: Representations of the Irish in early American cinema (1895-1920)

Reading:

Dennis Condon, Early Irish Cinema: 1895-1921, pp 153-176 (reader)

Week 3

11 July 2.00-3.30 (Tony)

‘Natural Born Criminals’?: Irish Gangsters From The Public Enemy to The Departed

Reading:
Christopher Shannon, ‘Public Enemies, Local Heroes: The Irish-American Gangster Film in Classic Hollywood Cinema,’ New Hibernia Review 9.4 (2005) 48-64. (reader)
Sinead Molony, "'The Blood Stays on the Blade': An Analysis of Irish-American Masculinities in the Films of Martin Scorsese," Irish Feminist Review, 2007, VOL 3, pages 137-148

12 July 2.00-3.20 (Tony)

John Ford: Irish American. The Quiet Man/The Long Gray Line/The Last Hurrah

Reading:

Dowling, William C. "Johns Ford's festive comedy: Ireland imagined in The Quiet Man." Eire-Ireland: a Journal of Irish Studies Fall-Winter 2001 p190 (Reader)
Jack Morgan, ‘The Irish in John Ford's Seventh Cavalry Trilogy - Victor McLaglen's Stooge-Irish Character’, MELUS, Vol. 22, 1997 (Reader – optional)

13 July 2.00-3.20 (Tony)

Jim Sheridan’s Irish America: My Left Foot, The Field, In America 

Reading:

Ruth Barton, Jim Sheridan: Framing the Nation (Contemporary Irish Filmmakers)
Sean Crosson, "‘They can't wipe us out, they can't lick us. We'll go on forever pa, ‘cause we're the people' - Misrepresenting death in Jim Sheridan's In America (2003)", Estudios Irlandeses: Journal of Irish Studies, Issue 3, (2008), http://www.estudiosirlandeses.org/indexnavy.htm
Paula Murphy, Reflections of Ireland in Jim Sheridan’s In America
http://www.estudiosirlandeses.org/Issue4/ArticlesIssue4/pdfPaulaMurphy.pdf


14 July 9.00-10.20 (Tony)


Seminar Presentations (5 films groups of 3): 

Visions of Ireland in recent short films 

Reading:

Conn Holohan, ‘The Short Film and Irish Cinema’, Estudios Irlandeses, Number 4, pp 184-187.
http://www.estudiosirlandeses.org/indexnavy.htm
Ruth Barton 'Feisty Colleens and Faithful Sons, Gender in Irish Cinema' in Cineaste, volume XXIV, numbers 2-3, pps. 40-45. (course reader)


Week 4
18 July 2.00-3.20 (Tony)

The ‘New Ireland’: Zulu 9, New Boy, Once, The Tiger’s Tail
On 23 April 2006, an ethnicity question appeared for the first time on the census in the Republic of Ireland…

Links: Once website: http://www.foxsearchlight.com/once

Reading:

Debbie Ging. 2002. ‘Screening the Green: Irish Cinema under the Celtic Tiger’, in Reinventing Ireland : culture, society and the global economy / edited by Peadar Kirby, Luke Gibbons and Michael Cronin. (reader)

Luke Gibbons (2002), ‘Colonialism and the Celtig Tiger: Legacies of History and the Quest’ in Reinventing Ireland : culture, society and the global economy / edited by Peadar Kirby, Luke Gibbons and Michael Cronin. (reader)

   
19 July 2.00-3.20 (Tony)

The Cinema of Lenny Abrahamson: Adam and Paul (screening) / Garage

Reading:

Michael Patrick Gillespie, ‘The Odyssey of Adam and Paul:
A Twenty-First-Century Irish Film’, New Hibernia Review 12.1 (2008) 41-53

Tony Tracy, ‘In Search of the Subtext: Interview with Lenny Abrahamson and Mark O'Halloran,’ Kinema, Fall, 2008. www.kinema.uwaterloo.ca/tracy082.htm

* Essay 2 Due: July 25th
